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Submission to the Home Office on Safe and Legal Routes to the UK from 

Parliamentarians who are part of the Refugee, Asylum and Migration 

Policy Project (RAMP)1 

 

As a group of cross-party Parliamentarians, we wholeheartedly support the need for safe and legal 

routes for people requiring protection from war and persecution to come to the UK. Therefore, we 

welcome the Home Office’s commitment to consult further on how best to make these routes 

available. Through a consultation process facilitated by the RAMP Project, we have listened to 

views and proposals from a range of NGOs, think tanks and academics. We believe that safe and 

legal routes should be developed and expanded because:  

 

The UK takes its responsibility to global cooperation seriously. This is vital in the context of a 

global refugee crisis where UNHCR reports that there were 79.5 million forcibly displaced people 

worldwide in 2019, 40% of whom were under the age of 18.2 Refugees are in increasingly protracted 

situations, with just 3.9 million people returning to their country of origin in the last decade. There is, 

therefore, a need to create long-term and sustainable solutions for refugees. We support the 

Government in seeking to play its part in providing a place of safety for refugees, as befits our role 

as a member of the UN Security Council, of the G20, as current Chair of the G7 and the 

Government’s intention, following Brexit, to reshape the role of Global Britain on the international 

stage.  

 

It can save lives of those at risk around the world and provide an alternative to using 

smugglers and traffickers.  The loss of lives of people travelling unsafely to the UK is a tragedy 

and we all want to see these numbers reduced.  Safe and legal routes can be an important tool for 

undermining the work of criminal gangs who profiteer from desperate refugees having no alternative 

method of travel to safety.  We support measures that will help to make dangerous routes redundant 

by ensuring that those who need to seek sanctuary can move safely when necessary.  

 

It can help to build public confidence in the asylum process and improve community 

cohesion in the UK. As we saw following the tragic death of Alan Kurdi, the British public are 

genuinely moved to compassionate action by the plight of refugees. The initial shock and emotion 

that his death generated was followed by an outpouring of concern and commitment to help those 

fleeing for their lives. There was a reinvigorated pride in Britain’s record of welcoming refugees, 

along with a recognition that our society has been strengthened by the diversity of those who have 

come to rebuild their lives here, as demonstrated by the support for a range of refugee resettlement 

programmes.  

 

The overall salience of immigration has dropped to its lowest level since 1999, with only 5% of 

recent surveyed responders listing it among their top three issues.3 This presents an opportunity for 

constructive, evidence-based dialogue on a range of safe and legal routes outlined in this 

 
1 RAMP is a cross-party initiative to help re-imagine a world class migration system for a successful and integrated UK 

www.rampproject.org 
2 https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2019/ 
3 https://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/BFCovidAttitudes37.pdf 
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submission. However, we recognise that spontaneous arrivals can be a focus of public concern, 

largely because this avenue of entry stands outside of the managed process that governs the rest of 

the immigration and border management system. Having safe and legal routes for people to seek 

asylum is a necessary component of a fair and well-managed system, alongside an accessible and 

humane process for those who reach the UK in search of protection. A comprehensive package, 

including faster and more effective asylum decision-making and investment in integration, will give 

the public greater confidence that new arrivals have been through a fair and robust process, and will 

be given the support they need to rebuild their lives in the UK.  

 

We believe that by focusing particularly on refugee resettlement, Community Sponsorship, 

humanitarian visas and the additional non-protection route of complementary pathways, the UK will 

be able to increase the practical support it provides to people in need whilst maintaining cross-party 

support and public goodwill.  

Refugee Resettlement 

The success of refugee resettlement schemes and Community Sponsorship has made the UK a 

leading global player in this field. With strategic cooperation between national and local government, 

international agencies and non-governmental organisations, refugees have rebuilt their lives in the 

UK and enriched our communities.  

 

It is vital that we build on the strong legacy of the existing schemes. Whilst we appreciate the 

disruption caused by unprecedented challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic, we urge the 

Government to make a comprehensive commitment through the new UK Resettlement Scheme 

(UKRS), using the Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme as a template. A long-term 

commitment would allow local authorities and charities to build on recent work, and prevent the loss 

of expertise, infrastructure and relationships that have been developed since 2015.   

 

The emphasis should be on a well-managed scheme that prioritises humanitarian need, whilst 

remaining flexible enough to meet fluctuating global demand and capacity of local authorities. We 

would expect the number of refugees arriving per year to depend on the overall context. Given the 

scale of the global humanitarian crisis and the disruption caused by the pandemic, we hope that the 

Government will make a commitment to resettle at least as many refugees as were resettled per 

year under the VPRS over a period of five years, with an aspiration for incremental increases year 

on year where possible. UNHCR’s call for an annual resettlement target of 10,000 would amount to 

just 16 refugees per constituency per year across the UK.  

 

With the new US Administration committed to a significant scaling up of their own resettlement 

scheme, now feels like the right time to share best practice and to work together to build momentum 

for resettlement globally. If, as the Government has previously indicated, the new UKRS will have a 

broader geographical scope, we believe its criteria should include countries from which the UK 

grants most refugee status to spontaneous arrivals. 

 

Refugee Community Sponsorship is a successful programme which has proved of value to both 

the refugees and the host communities. We applaud the Government in developing this innovative 

initiative in a true partnership between central government, local government and civil society. 

Through this process, refugees have a support network which helps them to adapt, learn and 

become independent more quickly, whilst also breaking down barriers and uniting communities. 
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We support a long-term commitment to Community Sponsorship and hope the UK will continue to 

be a world leader in this method of resettlement. 

 

Furthermore, we support the Government’s commitment in June 2019 that the number of refugees 

arriving through Community Sponsorship would be additional to any Government target for refugee 

resettlement, as this a core motivating factor for local groups. 

Humanitarian Visas 

In 2021, as a leading global player, the UK has a responsibility to make global systems work and 

the opportunity to do this with the flexibility to make our own choices.  As we consider the UK’s 

response to situations of conflict and displacement worldwide, we recognise that there will be a 

range of components to the UK response. There will be a level of coordination with other states 

regarding a response which would have both diplomatic and humanitarian elements. 

 

Humanitarian visas could be one of the tools that the UK Government can use to respond to a crisis 

situation. They would provide a legal pathway for those in need of international protection whose 

status is yet to be determined to come to the UK and enter the asylum system.  It would provide the 

Government greater flexibility to respond quickly to situations by creating a way of offering 

protection to people whether or not they’ve left their country of origin. 

 

We believe that humanitarian visas would engender public support and could be one good way of 

providing a managed response to people at risk. 

 

From our consultation process, we have identified four themes which we consider worth exploring 

further for humanitarian visas.  

 

● Humanitarian visas have the potential to sit within the structure of how we respond as a 

nation to emergency humanitarian situations. They should be deployed with a clear sense of 

the grounds for their use in a particular situation where perhaps a specific group of people 

are in imminent danger. The Government would have ultimate control over the number of 

visas that are issued by introducing specific criteria depending on global events. 

 

● We also see a role for humanitarian visas for family members of individuals in the UK who 

require a safe route to the UK in order to claim asylum. If we consider people who require 

protection, it would be an advantage for them to have family connections close by which 

make integration and navigating systems easier. 

 

● We support the exploration of humanitarian visas as part of a framework for managing 

shared responsibility between countries for asylum seekers. This could potentially be for 

vulnerable individuals within Europe who have claimed asylum but have family in the UK. It 

could also be a method of a partnership with countries whose asylum systems are 

overwhelmed.  

 

● An additional framework that we consider worth exploring is that of Italy who have a 

programme which brings asylum seekers from a specific area of conflict to safety in Italy.4 

The asylum seekers travel on humanitarian visas and the programme is described as a 

 
4 https://www.eurodiaconia.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/impact-assessment_amif_ppi_hc.pdf 

https://www.eurodiaconia.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/impact-assessment_amif_ppi_hc.pdf
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Humanitarian Corridor with civil society groups supporting them prior to departure and on 

arrival in Italy. 

Complementary Pathways 

Of the millions of forcibly displaced people in the world, there will not be the opportunity for 

everyone to obtain refugee status in a country where they can make a secure life for themselves. 

However, it tends to be the case that, when a nation experiences upheaval and displacement it 

becomes much harder for people to obtain visas to find work or to study elsewhere and to therefore 

find safety through a regular migration route.  

Complementary pathways offer displaced people access to non-protection work or study visas 

which they have the skills and experience to qualify for but, due to their displacement, may need 

additional support to enable them to apply, for example funding for travel, language training or 

flexibility around certain documentation requirements. They exist alongside resettlement and in 

addition to a fully functioning and fair asylum system.   

 

● We are supportive of exploring complementary pathways to provide more equitable access 

to mobility pathways that had those skilled people not been forcibly displaced, they would 

have been able to access. This would include both employment and academic pathways, for 

study and research opportunities.  

 

● We strongly welcome the pilot currently being undertaken in partnership with Talent Beyond 

Boundaries. Given the circumstances of those coming to the UK on this pathway, it would 

seem to be appropriate to consider reducing associated costs involved with accessing the 

route. We would urge the Home Office to explore the possibility of creating a displaced talent 

stream within the skilled visa route.   

 

● In order to enhance complementary pathways, there is the potential to extend a community-

led welcome to these families and individuals through the Community Sponsorship model. 

The Neighbours for Newcomers pilot project between Reset and Talent Beyond Boundaries 

is an example of this.  

We hope that these reflections are useful as the Home Office reviews its policies in these areas. We 

would be happy to discuss any of these ideas in more detail and are keen to ensure that Parliament 

can continue to play a constructive role in supporting the development of policies which protect the 

most vulnerable and which can command broad support. 

 

Rt. Rev Paul Butler, Bishop of Durham 

Neil Coyle MP 

Tim Farron MP 

David Simmonds MP 


